at 29-27. The Warriors’ Kris-
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Story AND PHOTOS

By ALpoN RACHELE

! _arachele@ubmedia.biz w

Uintah River won their second
straight USSA Girls Basketball
State Tournament title in front
of its hometown fans at Fort
Duchesne on Saturday over a
tough team, Real Salt Lake from
Ogden 33-30. Uintah River also
won the state crown in 2018.

David Sorensen coaches both
the boys and girls basketball
squads at Uintah River High
School.

“We won the title with great
composure and defensive pres-
sure, We got them for the state
championship. We have relied
an our defense all year,” he said,
“Our boys placed third in region
and lost a first round game at the
state meet.”

‘Audiyah Spoonhunter and
Sequiah Tallbird combined for
15 points to lead the Uintah
River Warriors with Spoonhunter
scoring eight and Tallbird seven
counters.

K
»

4

-

pushed through it and are state
champions,” said Spoonhunter.

Tallbird was ready for th
state tournament. .

“We worked for the best shots
and used up time on the clock
with good passes,” she said.

Real Salt Lake went up 2-0 at
the start of the game and Mea Se-
rawop added a field goal that gave

*the Warriors a 3-2 edge. Serawop

and KennaLeigh Teague added
foul pitches for a 5-2 advantage
for Uintah River. Jussyn Vander-
hoop made a bucket that had the
-Warriors with a 7-5 lead. Howev-
er, the first quarter ended at 7-7
on a layup by Real Salt Lake.

Uintah River netted a 3-point-
er for a 10-7 lead early in the

second quarter. January Murray °

marched to the basket for a two-
pointer and Uintah River was
ahead at 12-7. A 3-pointer had
Uintah River up at 15-7.

Real Salt Lake cut the lead
to three at 15-12, but Tallbird
scored to give Uintah River a five-
point edge at 17-12. Vanderhoop

“ .

. “It was an unexpected win. We See Warriors on BS
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Jintah River won the Girls Basketball State Tournament at Fort Duchesne on Saturday. Uintah River Girls won the state title last year as well.

UINTAH RIVER NETS STATE TITLE

January Murray from Uintah River is surrounded by a couple of players
EEE——— from Real Salt Lake. Uintah River’s Girls won the state title, 33-30 at Fort
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Uintah __.~_<m-. _._.u_. on a mission mo.. Ute Tribe |Zc=r=wiis

house 11:30 a.m.

choose and rotate every six wecks. | Basin Symphony Rehearsal 7 m__.B.—
| By so doing, they may pick a wider | Vomal Middle School Band Room.
variety of classes. Greg Rau, 789-4438. ok
All classes have an instructor, |<*Openingnightof Vemal Junior High's
= with the addition of state-of-the- | production of “A Midsummer Night's
@B art computer labs that enhance the | Dream--The Musical.” Doors open at
' scope of the subjects. 7 p.m., curtain time is 7:30 p.m. Ad-

By Maureen Spencer
Express Writer

Perhaps I heard it on a subcon-
scious level as I waited to signinat |
the front desk.

Most likely, though, I was so ||
absorbed in listening to the recep- |
tionist's gentle voice giving instruc- |
tions to the two women shead of me |

On average, the student/teacher mission is $4, Performances on April
ratio is 15 10 one. The staff has four | 2% 30, May 1 and 3.
i =+ full-time teachers and four part- :
Y] time teachers, School has a unique April 30

that I missed it’s resonant rhythm. ., ) = Annual Vernal Ares Chamber of
it is a heartbeat—-according to || schedule. C GolE T NI -
tradition--and, can direct emotions. 4 The jjcampus ENahnARTIABRC IO » Deadline to register for the Ulntah

will travel to Rapid City, S.D.
this May to the Native America Recrestion 2004 Ice Breaker Sofiball

Despite chest-thumping vibrations, | ‘ I
R | Leadership Conference. Lead by Tournament, to be held May 6-8. Reg-

it’s cadence can show respect and

Nﬁ_d:oo. It's rthythm can also rein- P kee, the cofnmunity istration fee is $135 per team, Call'781
ICC ANger. Quanah 2 (1982 or register at 134 West Main,
Having checked in, I entered the service mﬁd:%. held many fund —.Emwa Suite "ﬂu Deadline may be carlier if
hallway betwecn the aEEm_mu trtive o 32 200 Spcnecs all spaces are filled with paid teams.

areas in ver ool | 3 A » Community dence st Golden Age
and opened the heavy doors into the [ Students enjoy basketball and | ooy )55 South 100 West, 8-10 pm.

school’s main academic complex.
As my hand touched the second |
door I recognized the deep, throb-

.__.__.namunogguwoawag. w-_ . .
Cameron Cuch says he sees real MME«EEHE Kavie Drod pro;

promise in the teams. “They'e | "heodtine to apply for HEAT pro- 7

bing soundi beyond. Decades _....,r...h... - getting. some real good personal |or; Cail Vernal HEAT office st
before, on still evenings in Neola, . & gnﬁﬁﬁnnﬂnm&wﬁa qm-ﬂﬁonwuﬂqa__mmﬁ.aﬁia— _
across the pasturelands, Sun Dance sy 4 they will be pretty competitive. 7223218,

He wants people to know that = |. Fingl deadline fo rogister for Uintsh
(AL 78 Uintah River High School is an | Rocrestion adult softball league play.
§| accredited school. “We are building | Fecis $435. 781-0982, 134 West Main,
an environment to support the needs | gyse 101,

drums could be heard as the Ute |
Tribe celebrated its annual mile-
stone.

b ATk A =, Ly ¥
Tribal drums are an experience :
1ike 1 other, but then, Ulatah Rives Uintah mzm_. _.__n_._m ummm_ﬁum__ team zmm _umn:: an athletic EEE._ at 50 schaol. e of our students. We're working 0n 8 | » Ussiah School Diskrict offeting GED

High School is like no other. real caring environment and want 0§ test April 30 and May L et the Uintah

The young men seated around this  ently difficult to include aspects of  school unless a waiver is granted. ~ observes. mﬂaﬁmﬁgﬂnmﬁse b s | So0DiSrex Oe 635 et 200
booming dfiim are in a high school education that arc important for the  Cuch feels URHS is address-  Her blackboards are filled with ~Tient Upon the success South. Test begins April 30 at 6 p.m.
music class. Instead of madrigal Ute students. ing the high dropout and low aca- Ute/English word pairs. They are HANC educational experience for | and will continue on May 1. Appiice-

choirs and marching band, boys  He recognizes that traditionally demic achievement of many Native basic, everyday Ute words and to the Ute Tribe, Cuch contimues, “1 | tion must be filled out by 5 p.m. on Fri-
here attend. classes to learn Ute cer-  trained non-native teachers also lack American Ute students. In fourth many of these teenagers they are Mﬂn& those .Mwo omﬂamﬁrﬂﬁh aﬁwm. 5%?3 §55; m«ﬁwﬂ

nial singing and drommi i percepil availab per subtest. Contact
e1mo nging Mmmuing. the expertise needed to represent year, the Tribal support is siill new words. e visit o tohial sadlice for - Uneridierms o

These specialized cultural classes pative culture to native students. stron; Taveapont’s expertise i3 not lim- . P o
are designed to do far morc than  In the late 1990’s, the Ute Indian We are working to provide qual- _ited to ative language, She also 'hemselves what we're accomplish- 13100 cxt. 1013 with guestions.
teach singing and drumming. Tribe Education Board took a big ity outcomes for students and par teaches the art of native beading '"F R . o

Bent over the drum’s massive step in its efforts to direct tribal ents” He says the tribc has need and making cradleboards as part of In addition 10 schoal-based class- May 1 1
head, silently and intently coordi- youth and assumed a more active in many areas—health, police, law, her curriculum. es, course work is also held on-site | - World Vision Assombly of God's 4th

nating their, precision blows, theirs  role in education. educators—to develop future lead- At present, traditional dress mak- 10 the mountains, fat natural’his, QHEM_SOMS &wga.._a _wuua. 34
is & mission to learn and preserve  In August of 1999, Uintah River ers by being trained beyond high ing is taught afier school. tory sites and a variety of locations | .._“_ai .ae._amw.J ._h.ﬂ.noa.
the skills and knowledge of their High became one of the first school. “They need to develop  As a charter school, the student where the students will benefit | will be $4; menu will inclode Navajo

estors and be . : : : most. {ncos, ice cream and lemonade or cof
ancestors prepared to pass  schools chartered by the state of strong character and identity,” he body is open to all students who Evidence is found in every class | fee. There will also be a silent auction.

this part of their cultural heritage Utah. “Becoming a Charter School  says. apply. A few non-Indian students ; :
on to generations yet to come. was a big step forward.” stys Cuch, | It is hoped Uintah River graduates ttend  the school, which is Jodaed ~'hat the students at this'school are gﬁw&;&ﬁ .9, e
Talking with Ute Tribe Education and he quickly adds that the other will further their educations and in Fort Duchesne in the former Ute TOtivated and ...Wumomﬁn. .%muﬁs&czﬁ.w&?maaaiﬁ_ﬁ
' Director Cameron Cuch, it is four Utah tribes are suffering with return to help strengthen the tribe’s Fab building complex. Prumming class 18 gves Dow.fye - USOMATA b e L
impossible not to catch the excite-  their education problems, also. needs. It is spacicus and works for now, Students are jostling and: sharing Daat’s o 226 West
ment in his vokce as he explains  “We hope (o pave the way for To do this, many in the tribe feel but Cuch dreams of the day when ;oom_aaoaa&_aaﬁ%oﬁnm aﬁmﬁm#alepﬁnaﬁq&nh.m%é !
the purposes of this unique Utah other tribes.” their youth need to know their own the students will have a “school? DXt cass—some (o fearn L i ovid boaide T caas. of iocteaciol |
i

Charter school. He holds a Masters O the. state.Jevel, Uinigh River culture.and learn the Ute language.  building designed for the needs.of ”ﬁoﬁ:ﬂ@ﬁﬁ%ﬁﬁh m_wmw“l 520

Uomnonwaﬂ_wﬁﬂaaﬁ.m&oncg receives high marks from State The i.wmﬁmsuaﬁuﬁnmaﬂn his active ‘and industrious student ~ “70 -

in o%—ﬂnmﬂg 2 Coordinator for Charfer Schools, education board to make speak- body. As | prepare to leave Uintah River May 6
torically, Native American Patricia Bradley. ing the Ute language a graduation  The school’s curriculum goes . Untah Recreation 2004 [ce Break
Ute students have suffered a lot of “1 think Uintah River is unique E requirement:- by the state core and additionally High School, I happen to glance at a monﬂ_nz Tourmament o be wa_Mnguw 5

rhallannras ? Muwsh cove Wa caid P P | Ynmite Maviannant Aivante tha Thas taarhac ﬂu.}:u: trihal  onusrmment g:ﬂg gma mﬂ. Eﬂ gﬂﬂo Egm
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tbeing held last Thursday, Alan

Ginn

monitors the water environment of 20 purebred cutthroat trout in his aquiculiure lab at Uintah River High. The
trout are being raised for brood stock in a 300-gallon grow-out tank in Gian's aguiculwre class,

Reintroducing Purebred Cutthroat

Uintah River High students
are farming fish in the desert

By Susan Collier

It's not often an instructor is able
todirectly benefit from the activities
he supervises in his classroom, but
thatisexactiy what Alan Ginn willbe
doingwhen hegoesfishing. Ginnis the
scienceandaquiculture instructorand

A PTRAL F y

THERE NOTAF.RAIDTO GET WET — Thus far the ladtes have shown

basketball and golf coach at Uintah
River High and an awd lisherman
imostly catch and release.

Ginn and his students have under-

napassionate restoration project,
reintreducing purebred cutthroat
trout tothe streams. lnkes, and resag-
voirs located on Ute tribal lands.

At firse glance, Ginn's classroom
looks fairiy tvpical, Asmallaguarium
of water is stabilizing on a bookcase
waiting for its new inhabitants, fresh
waterfish, suchas Tetras, BalaSharks
fsuckers), Neons, andavarietv ofother
hobby fish. But when Ginn cpensthe
door 1o a cavernous dark back room,
it's apparent this isn't just an ordi-
nary classroom.

A500-gallon round screen-covered
water tank, called a “grow-out™ tank,
with 20 live purebred cutthroat occy.
pies a large portion of the room. The
tank is capable of producing 200
poundsofcutthroat everysix months.
It is equipped with o temperature
control device and a large biological
circulating unit which remaoves am-
munie and niirates from (e water,
The temperature control device witl
not allow the water temperature to
rise above 85 degrees ruhrenheit or
abhout 13 degrees Celsius. Tempera-
tures greater than 65 degrees can be
fatal for the fish.

Ginn'saqua-farmers first built and

x

the greatest interest in the fenilization pracess and have donned waders
10 brave the cold weather and cold waters 1o harvest eges trom and milt
therr purebred cutthroat trout brood stock. Alan Gian'» Limth River
High aquiculture students Jna, Cassy, Nina, and Shasta and Johanna
Jump rght in the waters 1o help each other with the artificial spawning

process.

then stabilized the environment
the 3,000 holding tank. They mo
tored the temperature, ph, mtrate
ammonia, and oxygen levels of t}
water for the anticipated arrival
their fingerling cutthroat. They b
gan theirproject late last year with®
fingerlings from the Whiterocks Fi:
Hatchery as brood stock.

Oncetheirgrow-out tank is stocke
the students must continue to mon
tor and graph the temperature ar
ph, nitrate, ammaonia, and oxygen |¢
«is daily. Thev nlso vacuusmn the tar
weekly with a special underwar
vacuum.

When the fingerlings are appro:
mately 1240 13 monthsold, theaqu
farmers will take them in the U
Tribe's hatchery facility located ne
Whitarocks, where they will be rais:
to maturity so their eggs can be he
vested. Onee harvested, the eggs a
deposited into a separate containe
The sperm is then “milted” from
mate fish and deposited directly on
the apgr,

“Milting” and harvesting eggs
similar to properly dispensing toot.
pxmteﬁ-orrllatube.lntltiametl
milior o7 harvester gently squeczes
the trout near itsdorsal fin end works
his way toward the ventral fin.

Ginn expects to get at least 500 to
1,000 fertilized eggs from each pairol
fish during one harvest,

Thus far theladies have shown the
greatest interest in the fertilization
process and have donned waders to
brave the cold waters to pursue their
work, he said.

Next the class will incubate the
eggs until they hatch, anticipating a
more than 90 percent hatch rate, The
students will keep the “fry” or baby
fishinacontrolled environment until
they grow into fingerlings. Then stu-
dents will transport them to the race-
ways at the Youth Camp hatchery
facility owned by the Ute Tribe, where
they will be kept until they are ma-
ture and ready to breed,

Finally the big moment will come,
probably sometimein 2004, when the
students will release their first cropof
5,000 to 10,000 cutthroats from nets
into their new homes in the wild,

Of course, anglers are looking for-
ward to the fight they will have when
they catch one of these tenacious, ag-
gressive fish. However, they, pen't’
know ifthevcatph ongolUineak River's
culthroat because Native American
cultures forbids brandingef wild crea-
tures.

Ginn'sstudents apend many hours
monitoringthe future habitatsof their
trout before their eventual release to
ensure the waters will ndequately
support theircrop. Allduringthe year
they monitor the temperature of the
waters at various depths. In the win-
ter they even drill through the ice to
take their measurements.

In spite of all the work, the stu-
dents love the restoration project.
“They'reintoit. Some areeven think.
ing of going into aquiculture as a ca-
reer,” said Ginn. “It’s a real learning
experience for these kids.”

Inpreparation forthis restoration
project the etudents practiced raistng
catfishand four ten-pound lake trout
in their large tank.

Ginn attributes much of the
project’s success to Mike Montoya, the
Ute Tribe fisheries biologist. “Mike
has just been the greatest, as far s
coordinating this,” noted Ginn.

The $5-year-old Ginn retired to
Duchesne to fish and be near his Ute
Iriends after completing a successful
teaching tenure at Barstow High in
Barstow, California, where he was
well-known for his ecology program
and restoration projects.

Ginn, whois part Chinescand par:
Eastern Band Cherokes, interrupted
his retirement three years ago when
one of his Ute friends asked him to
apply for a position at Uintah River
High, “Now [ have dedicated my life
tothe Utes. They are the most warm,
kind. and sniritnal noanla The .

-



Reintroducing Purebred Cutthroat

Uintah River High students
are farming fish in the desert

By Susan Collier

It’s not aften an instructor is able
to directly benefit from the activities
he supervises in his classroom, but
that is exactiy what Alan Ginn will be
doingwhen he goesfishing. Ginnisthe
scienceand aquiculture instructorand

A REER ML Pl b
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basketball and golf coach at Uintah
River High and an avid lisherman
{mostly catch and release).

Ginnand hisstudents haveunder-
takena passionate restoration project,
reintroducing purebred cutthroat
trout to the streams, lakes, and reser-
voirs located on Ute tribal lands.

At first glance, Ginn's classroom
looks fairly ivpical. Asmall aguatium
of water is stabilizing un a bookcase
waiting for its new inhabitants, fresh
waterfish, suchas Tetras, BalaSharks
{suckers), Neons, and a varietvofother
hobby fish. But when Ginn opens the
door to a cavernous dark back room,
it's apparent this isn't just an ordi-
nary ciassroom.

A500-gatlon round screen-covered
water tank, called a “grow-out” tank,
with 20 live purebred cutthroat occu-
pies a large portion of the room. The
tank is capable of producing 200
poundsofcutthroateverysixmonths.
It is equipped with a temperature
control device and a large biclogical
circulating unit which removes am-
monic and iilrales {rom the water,
The temperature control device wiil
not allow the water temperature to

rise above 58 degrees rehrenhest or
about 13 degrees Celsius. Tempera-
tures greater than 85 degrees can be
fatal for the fish.
Ginn’saqua-farmers{irst builtand

THERE NOT AFRAID TO GET WET — Thus far the ladies have shown
the greatest interest in the fertilization process and have donned waders
10 brave the cald weather and cidd waters 1o harvesi eggs t(rom and st
their purebred cuthroat trout brood stock. Alan Ginn’ Uhintah River
High aquiculture students Jina, Cassy, Nina, and Shasta and Johanna
jumnp right in the waters (o help each other with the anificial spawning

process.

then stabilized the environment
the $3,000 holding tank. They moi
tored the temperature, ph, nitrate
ammonia, and oxygen levels of tl
water for the anticipated arrival
their fingerling cutthroat. They b
gan their project late last year with
{ingerlings from the Whiterocks Fi:
Hatchery as brood stock.

Oncetheirgrow-out tankisstock
the students must continue to mon
tor and graph the temperature ar
ph, nitrate,ammonia, and oxygen le
vls daily. They nlso vacuum the tar
weekly with a special underwat.
vacuum.

When the fingerlings are appro:
mately 12 to 13 months old, the aqu
farmers will take them in the U
Tribe's hatchery facility located ne
Whiterocks, where they wilibe rais:
to maturity o their eggs can be hi
vested. Once harvested, the eggs a
deposited into a separate containc
The sperm is then “milted” from
male fish and deposited directly on
the eggs.

“Milting" and harvesting eggs
similar to properly dispensing toot!
paste from a tube. In this case ti

miltor or i.mrvest'.er gam:lly squeezen
the trout near itsdorsal fin and works
his way toward the ventrai fin.

Ginn expects to get at least 500 to
1,000 fertilized eggs from each pair of
fish during one harvest.

Thus far theladies have shown the
greatest interest in the fertilization
process and have donned waders to
brave the cold waters to pursue their
work, he said.

Next the elass will incubate the
eggs until they hatch, anticipating a
more than 90 percent hatch rate. The
students will keep the “fry” or baby
fishin a controlled environment until
they grow into fingerlings. Then stu-
dents will transport them to the race-
ways at the Youth Camp hatchery
facility owned by the Ute Tribe, where
they will be kept until they are ma-
ture and ready to breed.

Finally the big moment will come,
probably sometime in 2004, when the
students will release their first crop ol
5,000 to 10,000 cutthroats from nets
into their new homes in the wild.

Of course, anglers are Jooking for-
ward to the fight they will have when
they catch ane of these tenacious, ag-
gressive fish., However, they won't
knowiftheycatchoneofUintah River's
cuttiiroat because Native American
cultures forbidsbrandingof wild crea-
tures.

Ginn'sstudents spend many hours
monitoringthe future habitatsof their
trout before their eventual release to
ensure the waters will adequately
support theircrop. Allduringthe year
they monitor the temperature of the
waters at various depths. In the win-
ter they even drill through the ice to
take their measurements.

In spite of all the work, the stu-
dents love the restoration project.
“They'reintoit.Some areeventhink-
ing of going into aquiculture as a ca-
reer,” said Ginn. “It’s a real learning
experience for these kids.”

In preparation for this restoration
project the students practiced raising
catfish and four ten-pound lake trout
in their large tank.

Ginn attributes much of the
project'ssuccess to Mike Montoya, the
Ute Tribe fisheries biologist. “Mike
has just been the greatest, as far as
coordinating this,” noted Ginn.

The 55-year-old Ginn retired to
Ducheane to fish and be near his Ute
friends after completing a successful
teaching tenure at Barstow High in
Barstow, California, where he was
well-known for his ecology program
and restoration projects.

Ginn, whois part Chineseand part
Eastern Band Cherokee, interrupted
his retirement three years ago when
one of his Ute friends asked him to
apply for a position at Uintah River
High. “Now [ have dedicated my life
to the Utes. They are the most warm,
kind, and spiritual people. They ame
generous with their land and heri-
tage. They have awonderful culture,”
said Ginn. *1 will spend the rest of my
productive days with the Ute Tribe.
They let youin andypu becofne part of
their family.?



23 GRADUATES

Uintah River ngh

Uintah River High School in Fort  graduation celebration atStockman’s
;Duchesne graduated 23 students, Restaurant, Thursday in Vernal.
Fnday, May 1‘7 Students had a pre- Uintah River is a charter school.

Joe Amllhteul
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tah River team poses with the state championship basketball banner while being honored by the Ute Tribe. Uintah River defeated five teams last week in stata toumnament play. .

Jintah River sinks teams for state E&m

By ALpoN RACHELE Uintah River proved the
arachole@ubmedia.bi  Point that they were “for

voal”? ond a taam that wan

Tuesday, March 3, 2015

T e BT T T T S e e T P
£

UINTAH COUNTY LIBRARY
REGIONAL ROOM

cé | o TLBFOLDER

»Eoz.!ﬁ._m.m. UINTAH BASIN ﬂzaso
Uintah River Coach David Sorensen talks about how n&mg_:ma

the Warriors were to win a state n:mauaam:_u

Members of the Uintah River mnmﬁ o:mau_ozm:_u team m_._u._._
off the trophy they won for bealing Wasatch Academy’s A team.
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Uintah River team poses with the state championship ba

oy,

Uintah River

By ALpoN RACHELE
arachele@ubmedia.biz

The Uintah River team
had only six players, but
that was enough to defeat
squads from all over Utah
for the state basketball
championship crown in-
volving charter and private
schools last week. The
championship Uintah River
squad was honored at the
Ute Tribe Administration
building’s auditorium on
Wednesday with more than
150 people in attendance,

Uintah River marched
to lopsided wins over Utah
Military Academy from
Ogden and Freedom Acad-
emy of Provo, which the
Warriors didn't let get free
for many easy bhaskets. The
Uintah River Warriors then
nipped DaVinci Academy
school from Ogden 65-62
on a work of hoop art —-a
half-court 3-pointer at
the buzzer and won by
three points. Uintah River
toppled American Heritage
from American Fork.

The Uintah River crew
of Marion Slim, Jules Sera-
wop, Talon Tohtsoni, Shan-
don Sorensen, Tre Teton
and Tiger Taveapont won
its first ever state champi-
onship when they defeated
Wasatch Academy’s A
teamn 74-57. Coaches are:
head coach David Sorensen
and assistant coach Ryan
Jasekas,

“The other schools knew
about us and we played
our style, which is running
the ball. We beat Wasatch
Academy’s A team by 17.
Teton was our top scorer. It
was a back and forth game
until the second half when
we took over as we fig-
ured them out. We started
making buckets and pulled
away in the fourth quar-
ter,” said Coach Sorensen,

who coached his first year ~

at Uintah River after
coaching Native American
teams in Wyaming for sev-
eral years. Wasatch Acad-
emy had won two straight
state tourneys.

Uintah River proved the
point that they were “for
real” and a team that was
championsghip bound when
they beat DaVinci Academy
with the code of 3-point
magic.

“We went to a zone
press that forced a turn-
over, which was bagged by
Jules Serawop. A throw
was made by Serawop to
Sorensen as he crossed
the half court line and his
shot went in for the game
winning three,” said Coach
Sorensen.

Coach Sorensen was
pleased with his players,
who did everything that he
asked of them.

“We played with heart
and ran hard on the court
just like warriors of the
past who would run from
village to village and that
is the way we played. We
worked hard with our run-
ning attack and it paid off,"”
he said. “Tiger Taveapont
would tell us to knock it off
and start playing basket-
ball. They did a really good
job.

Ronald Wopsock, Ute
Business Committee
member, said: “Winning a
championship is long over-
due and they can’t take
it away from you.” Team
members will be awarded
championship jackets by
the Ute Tribe. .

Most of the time Uintah
River had six players, but
one time they played with
only five guys. Little boys
are looking at the Uintah
River team as heroes and
want to play ball just like
them.

“It is a head game -
don’t let them get in your
head. We had the only
All-Indian team and our
coach did a good job with
his players,” Wopsock
said. “Our team stole the
ball and hit a half court
40-footer to win the game
vs. DaVinci. It was all net .
and they won with all the
odds against them.”

Uintah River principal
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sketball banner while being honored by the Ute Tribe. Uintah River defeated five teams last week in state tournament play. -
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Drummers joined the ceremony to honor the champs from Fort Duchesne, Utah, on Wednesday moming.

i
. ALDON RACHELE. LNTAH BASIN STANDARD
Happy fans congratulate the championship team from Uintah River of Fort Duchesne last week.

Ben Pugh was worried that  other four. Our guys also men,” he said. “You proved to all of

they wouldn’t have enpugh  worked hard in the class- Maxine Natchees, Ute us that the good is here. [

players to finish the season. room and on the court. Tribe Education Board * want to say: ‘Thank you,’”
“Two more joined the They learned to become Member, praised the team.  she said.

£
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Uiniah River wins state baskethall titl

By ALDON RACHELE
arachele@ubmedia.biz

Uintah River’s Lady
Warriors won the USSA
Girls State Basketball
Tournament champion-
ship game over American
Heritage 17-16 on Feb. 24
at Draper, Utah. Games
were played at Lone Peak
high school in Draper. Four
first round games were also
played on Feb. 21. Uin-
tah River also won a first
round game.

Uintah River reached
the title game when they
beat Freedom Academy on
Feb. 23. Charter and other
private schools competed
in the state meet. Uintah
River had only one loss
during the season. Uintah
River also won their divi-
sion this year.

Team members are
Dushonia McCook (senior),
Krishani McCook, Gavyn
Vanderhoop (senior),
Jessyn Vanderhoop, Mea
Serawop, Audiyah Spoon-
hunter, Sequiah Tallbird,
Kennaleigh Teague, Janik
Murray, January Murray,
Lloydie Arrowchis, Aubrey
Silva, manager Tanna
Tanner. Coaches are:
Jordanelle Angel, Janeen
Nelson, Amber Helmus.

Please help us congratulate our new
USSA 2018 State Champions
Uintah River Lady Warriors

M DER

Tuesday, March 6, 2018 at 1:15 pm
Uintah River Commons
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Uintah River won the USSA state tournament. The Uintah River Lady Warriors placed first at the 2018 state meet.
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N donation for spiritual and cultural teachings
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SUBMITTED

Fort Duchesne, Utah -
UTE Bison announced it
has gifted a bison robe and
skull to Uintah River High
School (URHS) and the
Ute Indian Tribe Educa-
tion Department to assist
in spiritual and cultural
teachings. :
“This donation will help
us continue our culture and
teach what the bison rep-
resents for all tribes,” said
Kea Tarness, Ute Indian

SUBMITTED PHOTO
ditional teachings and sto-
ries with our community,”
said Valentina Sireech, Ute
Tribal Enterprises CEO.
“The spiritual connection
we have with the bison is
strong, and preserving our
heritage through our teach-
ings is important.”

“The bison symbolizes
respect and tradition,”
said Seymone Gonzales,
Nah-Na-Mah Club Trea-
surer and URHS student.
“We are proud of what we
believe in.”

Tribe Tutor and Mentor. . UTE Bison ranch
The bison skull willbe ;¢ available for tours
- on display in the URHS througheut the summer———
commons area, and the by appointment only. To
robe will be used dur- . schedule a tour, contact
ing cultural and teaching Ute Tribal Enterprises’
events. Marketing Department at
“Our objective for UTE marketing@utetribe.com
Bison is to bring people to- or (801) 656-8931.
gether and to share the tra-
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The mural at the Uin-*
tah County Commis-
sion with commission-
ers Mark Raymond,
Darlene Burns, Mike
McKee, and John Go-
thard county attorney
along with students’
| . — i ; N . : : ; N from the Uintah River
T L P e . . o e BRE. “ High Schoo! Ciana
. g : P A . Chapoose, Frederick "
Thompson, Rachel Ti-
rado, and Naomi Mc-
Curdy.Also presentare
Lynna Kendall of the
Vernal Middle School
and Shane Hamblin
of Uintah River High
School.

Uintas Basin MuraL Project

‘Working together in partnership’

gy Magy Bernarp American Indian stroryteller, Hamblin described the pro- _
Express witer : and Ruby Chacon; Salt Lakearea cess as “brainstorming with
muralist.” the muralist Chacon and later,

The artwork produced by Students from both schools bringing her back to see the
students for the Uintah Basin along with teachers Lynna outcome.”
Mural Project sponsored by the Kendall, Shane Hamblin, and #Each culture provided ele-
Center for Documentary Arts Brock Thorne visited ancient ments of their own, including a
enrichment program was on full and historic rock art sites as a .- poem painted onto the eagle’s
display Monday March 15. source of inspiration. chest written in the traditional

The results of an educationat They went from the class- Ute language,” the art said.
outreach program develaped to  Toom, to the field, and back to Commissioner Darlene Burns
“reach across cultural boundar-  the classroom. , offered congratulations to the
ies” bringing together students “The result is a mural that youngartists, saying “the County
from the Uintah River High unitestwo different schools and was fortunate to provide partial
School in Fort Duchesne and cultural backgrounds,” Kendall support for the project through
Uintah High School in Vernal. ~ 6ay8. events funding.” g

“The work was completed “Some of the students have The mural will be on display
under a grant from the Center,” | since graduated and only a por- attheStateand County Building
says teacher Lynna Kendall, tion of the participants arehere on the balcony overlocking the

UINTAR COU TR E_ws ¥ Utntah School District. “Wewere = today,” said Hamblin, notingall - north entrance.
REGIONAL ROO asgisted by David Sucec; rock have benefited from the cultural mbernardi@vernal.com
NO Em% w.Umwr art specialist, Dovie Thomason; exchange.
; ' )

Close up of the Fort Duchesne Uintah River High School portion of the mural completed in April
2008,
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UINTAH RIVER HIGH FILLS CBUCIAL NEED |
Charter school holds opportunity to succeed

By Lacey McMurry

It’s 2 new day and Kathleen
Chegup, principal of Uintah River
High, sitsin her office looking over
the transcript of a new transfer
student. There are 20 conspicuous
Fs and only a tiny smattering of Ca
and Ds,

“This is our job, and it's a big
one,” Chegup said. “We have to get
studentslike this caught upand on
track to graduate.”

And amazing as it may seem
given the daunting task that lies
beforethem, Chegupand her coun-

terparts at Uintah River High

School, the Ute Tribe's charter
school, are succeeding where oth-
ers have failed.

“This school that most people
don’t know much about is the jewel
of the Ute Tribe,” said Marilyn
Hetzel, tribal education director.
“It’s our hope for the future.”

A Little-Known Place
Uintah River High School is lo-
cated off Highway 40 on the Uintah

and Ouray Indian reservation in.

Fort Duchesne. It's a place that
many people who have lived here
all of their lives have never seen
with their own eyes. The school
itself is housed in a large, refur-

>

bished warehouse that had previ-
ously heen vacant since the 1970s,

The slow transformation of the
old, dilapidated warehouse into a
fully-operative charter scheol has
become an analogy of sorts for what
administrators hope to see happen
in the lives of their students.

“We want these kids to realize
that they can make changes for the
better, and as this happens, we
want them to develop a sense of
purpose,” Chegup said. “We want
them to hope and have confidence
in themselves.?

Thesuccessthat administrators

at Uintah High areenjoyingiseven

i
v »"‘W l

“We're trying to show
these students through
example that they all
have the potential to
gradugte and do

whatever they want.”

— Kathieen Chegup,
Ulntah River High principal

moreremarkableconsidering com-
mon migtaken perceptions about

. the school. Hetzel said she has to

dispel myths ahout Uintah River
on a deily basis. It's important for
the public to know that Uintah
River isn't an slternative school,
Hetzal said. Instead, it's an acered-
ited charter school on the cutting
edge of academics.

“Without a second thought,
people usually label our students
asa ‘problem group’ of kids,” Hetzel
said. “But they aren't. They’re
teens who deserve to be respected
and given a chance.”

Beinglabeled asa “problem kid"
issomething that happensto Sasha
Lgpez all too often. Lopez, a senior
at Uintah River, said she is asked
the same question almost every
time she tells someone where she
attends school.

“They always ask me ‘What did
you do wrong to get sent there?'”
she said. “People all look on the
school &8 a school for students that
are in trouble. But it's not like
that. This is a school that is here to
help students succeed.”

Without a doubt, Lopez said she
knows Uintah River has helped
herfind academicsuccess. Shecame
to the school as a 10th grader with
report cards plagued with failing
grades and poor attendance.

Lopez said she managed toearn

SEE UINTAH RIVER an page 17

ANEW TALENT — A student
works on & beadwork project
during a Native American arts
and crafis class. Uintah River
High School offers students sev-
eral elective course on tribal
language, cuiture, and art.
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Sh.ldamhangwtbetweanclassesonacouchlnmehauwayatumtahRiverHighSchool.Thecharterschoolonma _
Ute Resarvation in Fort Duchesne offers students freedom in their education as well as a voice in the administration.

BY ASHLEY ESTES
THE SALT LAKE TRIBUNE

American
Indian students’
find success at

~ Ute Tribe’s
charter school,
where the  circie

- emphasisis.on
the mind, heart,
soul and body.

every indicator of educational success in
Utah. American Indians face higher rates
of suicide and alcoholism and a low grad-
uation rate. At one school, only § percent
of American Indians received diplomas,
mmrdingtnthe Utah Division of Indian

Uintah River is one of eight charter
schools in the state, each formed with
specific agendas. Like most of the others,
it operates on a shoestring budget. And

-are
Uintah County, where the reservation
is, had an unemployment rate of 6.1 per-
gi:tasof.m,awordjngtoﬂ:em’s%

ment rate of 3.8 percent for that year, In
1987, the latest year available, Uintah
County's per capita net income was only
$3,121, according to the planning and bud-
get office’s Web site,

Some of the school’s 38 students come

See UTE TRIBE, Page B-5
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By Lezlee E. Whiting

Before the 16 graduates from Ute
Tribe Adult Education and the tribe’s
Uintah River High School walked
across the stage to receive their high
school diploma's last Thursday night,
they received inspiration and words
of advice from Billy Mills. The 64-
year old Mills is a successful busi-
nessman, but is better known for
winning an Olympic gold meda) in
the 10,000 meter run in the 1964
TokyoJapan Games. His run is hailed
today as the fourth greatest race of

. ;
53 = el

s

GRADUATION ADDRESS —

T s

Lane LaRose was the student speaker
representing the Uintah River High class of 2003. “1 love this Ute land and
i want to omzwmm_wmm ta it in'the future,” he said. !

___Basin LIFE
PERCEPTIONS WILL BE BIGGEST CHALLENGE

Olympian tells Native grads to
find their dreams, live as warriors

h,
. "Who are you?

H ... your achieverments
. answer the question.”

e

the 20" Century.

Mills grew up on South Dakota’s
Pine Ridge Indian Reservation. His
mother died when he was 9 and his
father passed away three years later.
He offered genuine insight into the
lives of the mostly Native American
graduates seated in the front two

rows in the West Junior High audito- |
rium. i

Mills was virtually an unknown
the day he sprinted the 60 meters to
the finish line from his' third place
position just in time to earn the sur-

rise victory in a race that had never
1t won by an American. After he
broke through the tape at the finish
line he said he found himself face-to-
face with aJapanese race official who
repeatedly asked him, “Who arayou?

0 are you?”

And that is the same qusstion
Mills posed to the graduates on the
eve of a new chapter in their lives. |
“Who are you? ... your achievements |
answer the question. Find your dream |
... live your life as a warrior. Help fa
Smwn Sﬂsznﬂm@.. Hmmnum»wo balance | !
of humility, the power of giving, cen- |
ter those around your core of spiritu- |

o

&
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] CONGRATULATIONS — A Uintah River High graduate receives her diploma and shakes
. hands withUte Tribe Business Committee Chair Maxine Naichees, former Olympian Biily Mills

and Business Committee member Roland McCook (pictured left.to right).
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* the outside since
- | his 1964 runhe is

- Ustill competitive
n.theinside.”

nEw”m Find that hidden gift and share it. The warrior
seeks to be unique and to belong, to make a difference
in society, to understand.”

Mills said the greatest challenge facing Native
American youth as they make their way in the world
are the perceptions of their culture which are held by
Bociety. He noted that he is always referred to as “the
Indian guy,” by peaple who remember his accom-
plishment, but not his name. -

“Laccept "the Indian guy’ with dignity, withpride.
We need to deal with perceptions with the utmost
dignity. I am going to say something to you and if you
follow it you will have wingsof an eagls ... youwill find
you have anger, pain, jealously, self-pity and hatred
because of the way we are treated. But those things
will destroy you.”

He urged the Ute Indian youth and non-Indian
youth to empower themselves through giving to oth-
ers. “More and more Indian young people are empow;
ering themselves and empowering others. Make a
new goal for yourselves after graduating.”

Mills said that at a young age he took his awn

OLYMPIC GOLD ADVICE — Billy Mills addressed
| Uinta River High and Ute-Tribe Adult Education gradu-
- ates last week. He told graduates he is a “contemporary
| elder,” and although he has grown older and changed on

culture and traditions and combined
it with the Olympic theme, “Unity
through diversity,” to empower him-
self.

..H_.mm_a‘?:mmnronmr;wmﬂu
... unity through diversity is not nnmw
the theme of the Olympic Games, itis
the future of human kind. You have
to take our culture, our spirituality,
our diversity world wide,” he said,
“Morality is the empowerment of hu-
mankind.” 0

Millsisthe spokesperson for Chris-
tian Relief Services and has raised
over $300 million for the national
charity. In 1984, actor Robby Benson
starred in the major motion picture
“Running Brave,” which focused on
Mills Olympic win and other accom-
plishments. Mills said he and Benson,
who is Jewish, met during the film-
ingofhislife and remain good friends
to this day.

Thegraduates werealsoaddressed
by education and political leaders
from the tribe. Ute Tribe Education

SEE UINTAH RIVER on page 22
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gh students, assisted by US Fish and Wildlife Service, stock fish in a pond near

the Jay Groves Education Complex campus as part of their curriculum.

dents’ interest in fisheries biology.
“Our ultimate goal is to get these
iids to undersiand the importance
of an education,” said Pye. To reach
hat goal, he is working hard to teach
his students how to apply what they
earn in the classroom and to see its
prevance.
Parents and teachers are not the
bnly ones excited about this new pro-
rram, The students are equally en-
tirused. Although the average daily
hitendance of Uintah River High in
Fort Duchesne is about 50 percent, it
s 85 percent at the education com-
nlex, according to Montoya. “In that
cgpect alone, this program is a suc-
boas,” he said.

Students agree that it is more
slaxing and they are able to concen-
ratebetter in such a natural setting.
bome say it's nice to go there and
orget their everyday problems. All
gree that they are learning better
vith hands-on experiences. “It's bet-
dtel:jan regular school,” they con-

uded. !

Also involved are the tribal elders
who are glad to see the youth camp
many of them attended nearly 50
yearsagoputto good use, They helped
design the reconstructed buildings
and also requested screen porches
attached to the building where they
could sit and enjoy neture.

Several agencies, especially the
Uintah Basin Applied Technology
Center, have been eager to help get
the program started and have gra-

‘ciously donated desks, chairs, tables

and other equipment for which the
program is extremely grateful, ex-
pressed Montoya.

Although the program is still in
its beginning stages, big plans have
been made for its future. A resource
center and science lab will hopefully
be constructed by the end of the cur-
rent school year, said Montoya.

“The resource center will feature
an instructional audiovisual inter-
face with Utah State University as
well as a computer lab also donated

g e
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by USU and a significant library col-
lection with an emphasis in natural
resource management, rural devel-
opment, and Native American Stud-
ies.

The science lab will accommodate
all high school level biology instruc-
tion. However, it will emphasize wa-
ter quality analysis, fish disease test-
ing and fish biology,” Montoya ex-
plained. ]

The program is expected to ex-
pand as the budget allows and only
students at Uintah River High who
are interested in natural resource
management will be allowed to at-
tend class at the education complex,

Along-term goal of the program is
to train and develop a professional, -
experienced workforce for the tribe.
Eventually, the education complex
will be converted into a tribal college
that will produce a professional, ex-
perienced workforce for thetribethat
ill;sdbeen schooled in a variety of

es.

e —



Bs Ot i, aroas

Outdoor learning complex lets
Uintah River students enjoy
unique educational setting

By Angela Eddington W

Jay Groves, a Ute Tribal leader
who recently passed away, had the
dream of a learning opportunity in
nature where tribal youth could go
and receive hands-on training and
apply what they were learning in the
classroom to everyday life. This year
that dream has become a reality.

Last November, Uintah River
High students {under the supervi-
sion of teacher Eric Pye) renovated
the buildings of the Uintah Canyon
Youth Campand converted them into
a learning and training center for
tribal youth,

Thesoundof arushingriver, trees
swaying in the breeze overhead and
animals walking close by all create
the natural setting for the Jay Groves
Education Complex, a place where
Uintah River High students can go
to learn.

Students attending Uintah River
High are generally those who have
been seen as “failures” in the tradi-
tional echool system because they
were not attaining adequate grades,
but this program takes a new ap-
proach to learning and gives them a

The key is to
reconnect kids with
their culture, which is
why it works so well for
Native American kids.

chance toshow that just because they
learn best in a different way, they
can still succeed, believes Mike
Montoya, Ute Tribe Fisheries Biolo-
gist.
Montoya, a key person in setting
up the program, has noticed that in
their natural, comfortable environ-
ment, the students have been much
more eocial and open than in other
situations.

Each school quarter, about one-
fourth of the students attending
Uintah River High have the opportu-
nity to meet each weekday morning
and ride in a van to their classroom
in Uintah Canyon where they spend
the rest of the school day.

“The whole idea is to get kidsin a
more natural setting and create an
environment where Native Ameri-

can kids can feel comfortable...The
key is to reconnect kids with their

ture, which is why it works so well
for Native American kids,” explained
Pye, currently the sole teacher at the
education complex,

Pye was teaching a trades class at
Uintah River High when he got to-
gether with Montoya to begin the
program in Uintah Canyon. Before
teaching at Uintah River High, Pye
taught for 11 years at Uintah High
and is also an experienced carpenter
by trade.

Pyeisassisted in the classroom by
Anita Honwinewa, who is wdrking to
continue her education in natural
resource management.

In addition to classrcom studies,
students attending the education
complex apply what they are learn-
ing to natural resource management
as well as several different trades.
They practice woodworking, moni-
tor daily an outdoor pond to learn
fisheries management, participatein
a wild horse round-up, and will even
catch and monitor wild turkeys. They
also work with the adjacent Ute Tribe
Fish Hatchery that providesaunique
hands-on opportunity to develop stu-

st L3 L A

GROUP PHOTO- Uintah River High students, their teacher Eric Pye and teach_"ing assistent Anita Honinewa (both

pictured middle front), and workers from US Fishand Wildlife Service gather for a photo after stocking ayouth camp

fish pond.
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UINTAH RIVER NOW >nﬂ=mc_._.m= .
T::va_ new to Roosevelt, not to job

By Cheryl Emnwwa

Marlies Burns is the first to admit
it. She is an education junkie, The
mid-western gal born in Kansas has
served as principal of Fort Duchesne’s
Uintah River High School for the
past two yeargs and is currently earn-
ingher doctorate through Utah State
University Uintah Basin.

“Im a perpetual student,” she
said laughing. Her love for education

comes naturally. Her father, mﬁo_.

Burns it a former Uintah m_mr prin-
m_uw_. and he was the one who fold

arlies that the administrative posi-
tion at Uintah River was available.
At the time she was principal at a
school in Wyoming which included
kindergarten through Sth graders.
The news immediately piqued her
interest.

“I really enjoy this age of kids,
they're learning who they arae and
who they want to be, they really start
focusing,” she explained.

Marlies recently moved from Ver-
nal to Roosevelt, which cuts down
her commute to work each day. “I'm
new to the area, not new to the job,”
she said.

Under her administration Uintah
River, a Utah charter school has re-
ceived full accreditation, a long and
comprehensive process that was com-
pleted last year. Marlies said it was &
lot of work for her and her staff, but
they are feeling tremendously satis-
fied with the new designation.

Uintah River is an “alternative
high school” dedicated tohelping stu-
dents who are failing in the tradi-
tional school setting,

“Most of the students who come
here, stay here. They keep coming
and keep earning grades, somedon't,
but the majority earn a &EQBP
Marlies reported.

Uintah River has a staff ow five,
full-time teachers and four, part-time
teachers and a part-time counselor.
There are currently 60 students en-

rolled with a waiting list.

Marlies knows that education,
especially secondary education can
provide a better life. She began her
undergraduate work at BYU Hawaii
and went on to complete a degree in
biology at the University of Nevada,
in Las Vegag. Since then she had
earned a masters in education with
an administrative endorsement and
is busy working toward her doctor-
ate degres.

Although she s very studious, she
also wwuwﬁ—.m&uﬁ?bnﬁmmw_u
her. Marlies is quick-witted, mag-
netic and a weakend mnu_o_.mn. ;

1 travel & lot,” she said, explain-
ing that she enjoys seeing family and
friends often and visiting both near
and faraway places. As soon as she
hitathe airport she picks up the walk-
ing tour books and sets out on an
adventure.

Marlies and her staff look for op-
ﬁoiﬁESmm their students would

“never have if they didn’t m#num

here."” For example, last Friday the
students and staff attended the
SundanceFilm Festival in Park City.
Afdbecausethe majority of students
are Native American, a trip is orga-
nized to the Northwest Indian Youth
Conference, which is held in a differ-
ont state each year.

| “Oneyearit was in South Dakota,
the next in Boise (Idaho). It's good
for them to meet with other Indian
youth and do something fun, They
léarn leadership and hear what prob-
lems the H_EE.& face on other Indian.
reservations.”

‘Because such trips are costly
Marlies said the school will pursue
find-raising and donations. “We'll
do whatever it takes .”

Marlies applauds the work her
teaching staff does at Uintah River

to'help the students. “Any educator |

has a challenge., We are surrogate
parents, as well we teach social skills,
self~esteem ... we all work together
for »_pm good of the student.” ;
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is nE.E__m heg doctorate degree and readily admits, “I'm an education
junkie.”
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Retirement beckoned, but so did phone
call to serve as Uinta High principal

By Sheena Forster

JoAnn Cowan was almos! re-
tired when she received a call ask-
ing her to apply for the open posi-
tion as principal at Uinta River
High, a charter school in Fort
Duchesne. Shewascalled and asked
to apply along with nine other ap-
plicants. -

She landed the job after being
interviewed over the telephone as
she lay in her hospital bed right
after a knee replacement surgery
in late Angust. “I've never been
interviewed in a hospital gown be-
fore, and when the nurse asked
‘what areyoudoing, talkingtoyour-
gelf;’ I said, ‘no I’m having a job
interview’.”

Because of her operation she
oo TRVERR . -y

WHAT AN OPP

began the school year with a pretty

" poor attendance record — she

missed the first month — but is
quickly catching up.“The staff was
really supportive, they made it re-
ally easy and helped me get caught
up in what I really need to do.”

The 35-year veteran educator
and school administrator jokes,
“F've gone to school every August
since I started school!”

Barn and raised in Duchesne,
Cowan calls the Basin home.

“This is where I've chosen to
live. I like how neighbors help
neighbors,” she said.

She now resides in Vernal and is
amember of the Vernal City Coun-
cil. She represents the city on the
TriCounty Food Pantry Board and
the Uintah Basin Narcotics Strike

.-

MM.EZ_.J. -—Principal JoAnn Cowan and the students at Cm_._s.& River High get to learn about
the history and.c »E,amo: of tipis from John Martin.

Force Board. ;

She received her bachelors de-
gree from BYU, where she studied
history and political science. She
obtained her administrative cer-
tificate and mastersdegree through
Utah State University. Cowan also
attended classes at Lehi Univer-
sity in Penn., and at Columbia
University in New York.

Cowan taught for three years in
the Duchesne school district and
the rest of her career has been
spent in the Uintah School Dis-
trict. For four years she was princi-
pal at Ashley Valley High, an alter-
native high school in Vernal. “Both
schocls (Uinta River and Ashley
Valley) work with people who
struggle and are behind, and help
them out,” she said.

Cowan different hats ev-
ery day, doing the ‘odd jobs that
néed doing around the school. In
addition to her administrative du-
ties, she acts as a disciplinarian,

w “This environment
_p Is friendly to the
| Native American

writesreports to the district, guid-
ance counselor, and investigator
when things go awry. She is the
fourth principal to head the school
since it opened five years ago.
| Classes are held in the medium-
gize cinder-block building which
used to house Ute Manufacturing.
The student-teacher ratio is en-

. viable, with five teachers split

amon, the 50 to 60 students who

| atténd classes. The majority of the

Uinta High students are Native
American, although the school also

' accepts non-Indian students.

One of Cowan’s goals ia to see

. that Uinta River meets the educa-

tionalrequirementsset by the state
and to expand the variety of classed
that are offered and the different
opportunities for the students.
To add a cultural component to
the school, the faculty is working
hard to bring in Native peaple to
teach dance, art and culture, Cowan
related. It’s not an easy task, par-
ticularly in view of state and fed-
eral requirements mandating that
educators have teaching certifi-
cates or endorsements in each sub-
ject when teaching at the second-

. ary school level.

“It’s hard to provide enough ac-

N tivities for the students that they
| 1 all will enjoy.”

=

Asanalternative to mainstream

 schools, charter schools give par-

ents and students a choice, and

| since the students make the deci-

sion, they make the commitment
to do well in school, Cowan noted.
“With the small numbers it is easy
io get everyone focused. Though it

_is haid tb firid teacliers-who can

m learning style.” '

WORKING TOGETHER — New Uinta River High Principhl JoAnn
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Cowan, helps the students while they work to get good grades to be able

to graduate from highschool.

teach in two or three different ar-
eas.”

The challenges the school faces
are many. One obstacle for Cowan
and her faculty is trying to teach
students technology when their
school building isn't wired for
Internet. At the same time thereis
littlemoney in the budget for things
like extra computers.

On the positive side, at Uinta
River teaching styles can be tai-
lored to fit the needs and indi-
vidual learnifig styles of the stu-
dents, she related. The alternative
twist at the charter school gives
students & chance to have more
“hands on” learning experiences.
“This environment is friendly to
the Native American learning
style,” stated Cowan.

Charter schools usually have a
theme like environmental, or the
arts. Uinta River High's theme is
focused on Native American cul-
ture, art, history and actual envi-
ronmental study of the school’s
niamesake — the Uinta River,

While charter schools often
struggle financially from of a lack
of funding because of small enroll-
ment, fortunately for Uinta River
High, in addition to some state
funding, they also have the Ute
Tribe for financial support.

“We have a fabulous P.E. grant,
which allows us to purchase things
like free weights, bicycles and much
more, we're really excited about
it.” The school will be able to make
the purchases once spring comes.

' When she isn't in the classroom
or office, Cowan enjoys golfing,and
more particularly the lack of lines
when going golfing. She alsc does
stained glass work, gardening, yard
work and reading fiction in her
spare time,

During the summer monthsshe
enjoys a hiatus journeying around
the world to places such as Mexico,
Canada, Egypt, and Europe, Thia
summer she wantsto travel to Scot-
land, which is home to her ances-
tors.
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