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ON May 17, 2018, Phil Tinkle of San Diego, California, was driving through Vernal. He saw the Cobra
Helicopter on the Courthouse lawn. He was intrigued with the helicopter because of the Sharks Teeth
painted on it. He found us in the History Center and started with questions:

e Where did it come from?
e How did it get here?
e Was someone from here in the 174™ A.H.C. (Assault Helicopter Corp.)?

We looked up the Military Folder 0767 which gave information as:

e Kenneth Campbell contacted Duane Hall upon finding that this helicopter was going to surplus.
Duane then made arrangement to go to Arizona and get the helicopter. When they got back to
Vernal, it sat on Vernal’s Main Street overnight and then was taken to R.W. Jones where it was
cleaned up and painted. At this time it is supposed that is when the SHARK TEETH were painted
on. We do not know of anyone from Vernal who flew or was in the 174™ A.H.C unit.

e We are sure that this helicopter flew in Viet Nam and Deseret Storm.

e The local people contacted about this were:
Hollis Haws, Merlene Hall, Hal Hatch, Keith Campbell and Bill Kremin. Ryan Jones is
being contacted and will talk with his father to see if he remembers anything about the

cleaning and painting of the helicopter.
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The 174th AHC SHARKS ﬂying UH 10 and UH- 1M Huey gunships from 1966~1971
arrived in Vietnam with the fronts of their Hueys painted the factory subdued olive green
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——— and black. The only: |

distinguishing marks were the

white "triangular fin" painted on

|| the vertical stahilizer at the end
of the tail boom and (on’ ‘some)
“the numerals "174" on both

" pilot’s doars. Early in 1966, the
unit ofﬁcia"y asked for and
received permission from the

4 | famous Flying Tigers of WWII to

o adapt their P-40 Warhawk's

B sharks-mouth paint scheme to

B the Shark's helicopters,

“Permission was received in June
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‘per second). This aircraft also is
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~ on each side of the helicopter in
two 19-shot rocket pods. They -
~ were fired by the pilot inthe

~ the pilot ﬁad to«"bolnt“ the , g
~ aircraft at the target, much as ' — - e

fixed-wing ﬂghters _This second :
_ photo is of Shark #137 showing:

£ Following that picture is a éopy
~ of the letter of permﬁssion :
- received by the 174th
- Operations Officer from. General
. photo by Fred Thompson, 1970':

7 'Pe_nmngl,'on, 196 i

: _aune zs 1966

e Major Dick @Evemam USA =
- 174th Ayiation Company. (Amoblle) (Uth) L R L R
i .1% Aviation Battalion =~ SR I A oo S S =54

i e 1966, and every Shark from
then unﬂl the unit stood down at the: end of 1971 proudly bared those famous teeth into
combat. While numerous USAF jets: and some AH-1G Cobra hellcupters used the shark's

mouth in Vietnam, the 174th Sharks were the only UH-1 Huey gunships in the entire

war to sport the shark's teeth, and the only unit to get "oﬁﬂclal permussinn" from: t:he
Flying Tlgers to do so.

' Thls first plcture above is of Shark #140 It later recelved an ln~country madiﬂcatlan and

was armed-with'a 40mm: grenade Jauncher in a turret on the nose. The flexible sight for
the turret was operated by the pilot in the feft seat; and it fired anprommately 240
grenades per minute (about four

armed with 38 2. 75-inch Folding
Fin Aerial Rockets (FFAR) that
were fixed to "bomb racks" at
the mid-point (center of grawty)_,

right seat. For firing the rockets,

WWII ﬁghter pilots ‘had to do
with fixed machine guns in the
wings or in the noses of their

the 40mm | on the nose..

Robert Scott in 1966, (First

Second photo by 3.C.
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174-1:1i Died Aﬂ:er Tour

Below is probably the most incomplete list I have on this website. Hopefully it is not the
most inaccurate. We are attempting to identify all those 174th veterans who have
passed away since their tour in the 174th. I realize this list will never be complete. When
we know the date of death, that is listed below the name. If not an exact date, 1 list
what we do know. For some, we have no information other than that the person has
passed away.

The below list is alphabetical. Please let me know if you see any errors, or know of dates
I do not have listed, or know. of someone who is not on this list who should be. I will add

names as I learn them.

I have also ‘Iisted the cause of death when it is known. If you know a cause of death for
someone that is listed but not shown, please let me know and T will add that
information.

Thanks to Mel Lutgring and Bernie Cobb (RIP) for all of their hard work in researching
and developing this list, and to Mel and the current 174th Association officers for helping
keep it up to date. ~Jim McD>

Below is the 174th AHC "Flag of Honor;" conceived, constructed, and updated by Mel
Lutgring to honor those 174th vets killed in Vietnam and those who have died after their
tour. Those names in black were killed in Vietnam. Those names in white have died after
their tour. The white list is growing much too quickly.
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